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“ When I was a boy and I 
would see scary things in the 
news, my mother would say 
to me, ‘Look for the helpers. 
You will always find people 
who are helping.”

COVID-19 is an event that is both globally and locally, historic. 
No event in history has ever demonstrated the need for effective, 
community focused healthcare the way this pandemic has. 
Businesses are hurting, individuals are suffering unprecedented 
losses and our hospital and staff have never been under such 
pressure to perform under life and death conditions.

We applaud the heroism of all our medical professionals who 
have banded together to fight this disease  on the front line. Our 
Foundation is grateful to those who have already reached out 
to us asking how they can help. Never before has community 
solidarity been needed so much, and never before has a gift 
to our hospital, big or small, had the potential to make such a 
tremendous impact for so many.  

Through this health crisis, the Victoria Hospital continues to 
serve its community, and our Foundation continues to serve our 
hospital. Thanks to you, we are all doing our part to help.

For information on how to donate, please visit our Foundation’s 
website: www.helpthevic.ca or call 306-765-6105  
email info@helpthevic.ca    

For updated information on COVID-19 in Saskatchewan, please 
visit, www.saskatchewan.ca.

-Mr. Rogers

For those looking for a way to help our hospital 
during this health threat, we’ve established the 
COVID-19 RELIEF FUND, where funds raised 
will support the most urgent needs of the Victoria 
Hospital during this pandemic.  
Thank you once again for supporting what 
impacts all people in our community: our health.

COVID-19 RELIEF FUND

T H E  G R E AT E S T  N E E D



The Extra

2

New Hospital Campaign Underway
For the past 35 years, the Victoria Hospital Foundation has been the driving force behind improving care 

at the Victoria Hospital. Our only job has been and continues to be fundraising for medical equipment and 
improvements to healthcare in our region. 

On March 6th, Premier Scott Moe was at our hospital to announce the construction of a new Victoria Hospital 
Project that will cost in excess of 300 million dollars. The renewed facility will include a rooftop helipad, a new 

and expanded emergency room, a new mental health unit, 69 additional acute care beds and an MRI! 

Our Foundation has been fortunate to be included in hospital planning discussions with the Saskatchewan 
Health Authority over the past year. We know that an immense job is ahead to equip this new hospital, but we 

also know that our community has a reputation for pulling together and accomplishing amazing things. 

The Victoria Hospital Foundation Board of Directors is kick-starting this community effort with a collective 
personal donation of $100,000.



VHF Staff 50/50 Lottery 
Equipment Purchases 
The Victoria Hospital ICU has new life-saving 
equipment thanks to staff playing the Staff 50/50 
cash lottery. Two new capnography monitors were 
purchased to aid in patient resuscitation. These devices 
monitor the amount of carbon dioxide in the patient’s 
blood in a variety of critical situations. Too high an 
amount of CO2 in the blood lets staff and physicians 
know there is a serious respiratory event occurring. 

Also from Staff 50/50 funds, new buffet-style food 
service carts for multiple areas of the hospital and Herb 
Bassett Home. Residents are enjoying the enticing 
scents and increased selection that these carts offer 
at meal times. Thank you to the staff that participate 
in the lottery and we look forward to letting you know 
about other exciting purchases the Foundation will be 
making from these funds.

Mann Northway GM 
Recruits New Drivers 
The staff from Mann Northway GM were recently in the 
hospital to make a donation of two battery operated 
trucks for children. These trucks will help children be 
less afraid of the hospital environment, whether going 
for surgery or having to stay in Pediatrics.
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Give A Little Life Day Equipment Purchases
The phones are now quiet and the pledges have been honoured, and 
we’ve ordered the equipment! New telemetry units for the FitLife Program 
and a new mobile DR X-ray are on the way to our hospital to improve the 
diagnosis and after-care of cardiac patients in your hospital. 

Thank you for calling in to the Give A Little Life Day Radiothon or donating 
online. Your donations have made a real improvement for cardiac patients! 



The Extra

4

Originally planning to come to Saskatchewan temporarily, Drs. Lalita 
and Tilak Malhotra settled here from India 45 years ago. Prince 
Albert welcomed them and Lalita set up her own independent clinic, 
practicing gynecology, obstetrics and family medicine. 

She’s been dubbed “The Angel of the North” by local First Nation 
communities for her dedication to women’s health and has delivered 
over 10,000 babies in her career. She has received the Saskatchewan 
Order of Merit, the Order of Canada and Prince Albert’s Citizen of 
the Year. 

Dr. Tilak Malhotra, Prince Albert’s first pediatrician, also looked 
after many of the babies that Lalita delivered. He often travelled 
to Northern communities to help fill gaps in local care. He was 
Saskatchewan’s first pediatrician to be asked to participate in the 
National Board for the Canadian Pediactric Society. He served a 
number of years on the Board of Directors for the Victoria 
Hospital Foundation. 

Most recently, in Tilak’s honour, Lalita made the title gift for the NICU 
for the North campaign. Her donation of $800,000 completed the 
campaign and the NICU when it is complete will bear the 
Malhotra name. 

We are thrilled to be honouring this accomplished physician duo 
at this year’s Doctors Gala. Please join us at a future date as we 
celebrate all that they have contributed to our community and as we 
continue to raise funds for new medical equipment. 

Nurses Week 2020 
We asked patients and family to share their stories of their favourite nurses. 

“ Laurie in the children’s ward was the greatest when my son was in the 
hospital. We couldn’t have asked for a more caring and sweet person.” 

“ When my mother fell and broke her wrist, Boris was joking with her 
and helping her relax. He never got mad when she wouldn’t sit still.” 

“ After the delivery of our baby girl, who lost her life a few days before, 
I am absolutely amazed at the quality of care we received here. The 
process was long and heartbreaking, but the staff was fantastic. The 
amount of compassion, knowledge, and support that we witnessed has 
left us in awe of the maternity ward at this hospital.”

Mann Northway GM 5th Annual Doctors Gala Honourees

5TH ANNUAL

Ticket prices:  $150 per person / $1200 per table

Saturday April 18, 2020
Plaza 88, Prince Albert

H o n o u r i n g

Drs. Lalita and the late Tilak Malhotra

presents

help the vic.ca

mann-northway
chevrolet  buick  gmc  cadillac

ENTERTAINMENT Sponsored by River Park Funeral Home

Special performance by the 
Hindu Society of Saskatchewan 

classical dancers

After party entertainment 
featuring local classic cover 
band:  Rewind.

POSTPONED

Drs Lalita and the 
late Tilak Malhotra
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January 23rd was an epic night in our city. The Carlton Crusaders Senior Girls basketball 

team raised over $100,000 in an annual basketball fundraising game that tours the 

province. Last year the game was hosted by St. Mary’s High School with Carlton being 

the guests. This year it was Carlton’s turn to host the Melfort Comets. 

Through a combination of events prior to and during the game, the Crusaders raised 

funds to support palliative cancer patients through home care. The Prince Albert Home 

Care office has a dedicated team of professionals who provide Holistic Palliative Care 

to those who have been diagnosed with a life-limiting illness or disease. There are 

approximately 140 clients who are enrolled in the Palliative Care Program each month. 

On average, approximately 80% of home care clients are living with Cancer.

CARLTON 
CRUSHES 
CANCER

The funds raised will go towards the purchase of:

• Hospital Beds to be used in the client’s own home 

• Alternating pressure air mattresses  

• Sapphire Pumps for intravenous medications 

• Overhead lifts to allow patients who are bedbound to be transferred to wheelchair, etc. 

• Kangaroo e-pumps used for tube feeding 

• Virtual reality goggles for patients to complete their bucket lists or virtually attend events
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Our Best Kept Secret
Nearly a year ago, Heather Walker joined the VHF team as our Office/
Finance Officer. Prior to joining us, Heather spent 8 ½ years with Rawlco 
Radio/Jim Pattison Broadcast Group in Prince Albert. Born on an acreage 
east of PA, she moved with her family into the city and attended Wesmor 
High School. She graduated from SIAST Woodland Campus with a 
certificate in Office Education. Heather is a proud mom to  2 beautiful 
children, a son 16 and a daughter 8.

The Dr. M.Z. Hussain Memorial Education Scholarship
Proudly Presented by PA Pharmacy.

We are proud to announce a new annual education 
scholarship available to nursing and support staff. This 
scholarship is offered in honour of Dr. Hussain who was 
a pillar of support in our community for many years.  
Dr. Hussain was passionately committed to the mental 
health of our citizens and youth and dedicated his entire 
career to saving lives, helping those with his expertise 
and knowledge, and leading the way in cutting-edge 
treatment of severe mental health illness.  Dr. Hussain was 
a well-loved and well-respected leader who through his 
vision and dedication to caring for our citizens, impacted 
many lives in many ways.

We know that investing in our medical teams is a life-
saving and long lasting benefit for all who will need help 
when the time comes.  Thank you to PA Pharmacy who 
are continuing Dr. Hussain’s strong belief in the benefits 
of continuing professional education and training.  

The annual application deadline is March 31st. 
Applications can be obtained by contacting 
info@helpthevic.ca 
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Planned giving
Straight Answers for Regular Folk

What is “planned giving” anyway?

“Planned giving” is a phrase that charities use often and donors almost never say! In a nutshell, it means you create a 
charitable gift now that goes to the organization you love in the future, usually when you die.

It’s “planned” because it takes some thought and preparation, and because you should consult a lawyer and your financial 
planner about it. The easiest planned gift is part of something you should have anyway: your Will.

Sounds like a lot of work. Is it complicated?

It’s not really a lot of work. Everyone, regardless of income or assets, should have a Will, and everyone should prepare that 
Will with the help of a lawyer and a financial advisor. Including a charitable gift adds a few minutes to those conversations 
and just a few sentences to your Will.

Why should I consider it?

A gift in your Will lets you make the gift of a lifetime to a cause you believe in – a gift you might not be able to afford while 
you’re alive. Here’s the compelling explanation from Colleen Bradley, at PGgrowth and a lifetime specialist in Wills and 
estate planning.

“People think that leaving money to a charity will diminish what they can leave to their kids. But because of Canada’s tax 
regulations, you can give money to a charity that you would otherwise give to Canada Revenue Agency in taxes. And if 
your net income in the year of your death is lower than the amount you give, your executor can claim a rebate against your 
previous year’s income and add that to your estate.”

What should I tell my family?

Talking it through your with kids is a crucial step, Colleen advises. Explain that your charitable donation will offset taxes on 
the estate. They’ll be happy to see it go somewhere other than the tax collector!

How does it benefit the charity I care about?

That charity probably struggles to support its current programs, launch new ones, renew buildings and equipment, perhaps 
take a risk on something promising but untried. When it receives a gift through someone’s Will, the charity can use that gift 
for something special – something it couldn’t do otherwise. Or it can save and invest the gift so that the yearly interest goes 
on supporting programs you’ve been giving to year by year. Talk to the charity you love about using your bequest in the way 
you’d like it to be used.

Anyone can make a bequest. The amount doesn’t matter – but supporting a cause you cherish, leaving a legacy of values as 
well as financial disbursements, matters a lot. It’s one of the most important things you can do to build the world you’d like 
to see.
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VHF Board: 
Lyle Karasiuk – Board Chair
Pat Weir – Vice Chair
Nicole Joy – Secretary/
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Merv Bender
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Dr. Khami Chokani 
Kelly Disiewich
Ross Ethier

Colette Harnett
Matthew Mirasty
Loganee Moodley
Susan Prakash
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Save the Date!
9th Annual ELGC Vic Hospital 
Charity Golf Classic 

July 10th, 2020 
Emma Lake Golf Course 
Texas Scramble $600/team $150/Golfer 

VHF Staff
CEO: Sherry Buckler CFRE
Fund Development: Kirsten Skopyk
Finance & Admin: Heather Walker

Name

Address

City/Town

Postal Code

Phone

Email my tax receipt to:

❏ I have enclosed a cheque

❏ Please charge my:  ❍ Visa ❍ Mastercard

C R E D I T  C A R D  NUMBER

Signature

I wish to make a one-time donation of:  ❍ $100 ❍ $500 ❍ $1000 ❍ Other $

I wish to make a monthly* donation of:  ❍ $10 ❍ $15 ❍ $25 ❍ Other $

E X P I R Y  D AT E

C V V

PLEASE MAIL TO: P.O. Box 3000 · 1200—24 Street West
Prince Albert, SK  S6V 5T4
Phone (306) 765-6105 • www.helpthevic.ca

Tax receipts will be issued for donations of $20.00 and more. * when you join our monthly donors club, you will receive an annual receipt.
Charitable Registration No. 119285310 RR 0001

DONATION FORM

❏ I have remembered the Victoria Hospital foundation in my will

Connect with us on Facebook and Twitter @HelpTheVic 




